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Wanna be a jet captain?
Mike Pero shows how

Flight simulators for the public to try out its 737 flying skills

Graeme Kennedy

Former airline pilot Mike Pero is going
global with a home-grown aviation lei-
sure and entertainment product aimed
at would-be jet captains.

Mr Pero said he expects offshore
sales of $20 million for the Christchurch-
built 737 simulators in the business’ first
export year.

The twinjet flight-deck replicas are
used for airline procedural training but
Mr Pero says a huge market exists for
non-aviators to experience “flying” a jet-
liner.

He bought more than 50% of Pacific
Simulators and Flight Experience after
selling his home mortgage company
three years ago.

“We have {the Flight Experience flight-
deck replicas] installed in Christchurch,
Wellington, Tauranga, Queenstown and
the Botany Town Centre in Auckland,” he
said, “and Sky City has bought one for its
tourists and visitors.

“We are now taking Flight Experience
global and | want to put them in every
town bigger than Timaru throughout the
word.

“People love them — with a full visual
application and all the right noises, you
can't tell the difference from flying the
real thing.”

Mr Pero said three of the $600,000
simultors had been sold to Australian
operators and other overseas markets
were growing while the manufacturers
had capacity to double production annu-
ally for the next few years.

In New Zealand, a 30-minute flight at
the 737 controls costs $125 and an hour
$225.
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GOING GLOBAL: Mike Pero wants 737 flight
simulators in every town bigger than Timaru

“It is the biggest in Australasia with
a 94% brand awareness and 1 sold it
because I felt | had achieved what 1 set
out to do — and I couldn’t refuse the $15
million offer.”

Mr Pero, who remains a director
and front-man, said the company, now
owned by Liberty Finance Australia and
NZ Financial Holdings, was forecast to
top $2 billion in lending volumes in the
next financial year.

After he sold the company and holi-
dayed in Europe, he returned home
with no immediate future plans but saw
opportunities in Pacific Simulators’ small
operation at Lincoln — “This is the most
exciting project and it will take us to most
corners of the world,” he said.

Mr Pero is also the major sharehold-
er and managing director of the recently
launched cargo and charter company
Jet Express International, which is the
New Zealand general sales agent for
the Sir Richard Branson-backed Pacific
Blue.

The business handles freight on the
Christchurch-based carrier’s Tasman and
Pacific islands network and can arrange
passenger charters.

“If someone wants to send 100 peo-
ple to Samoa we will organise a charter,”
he said. “Planes are like rental cars these
days and we have Australasian connec-
tions to obtain aircraft.”

Mr Pero lost about $3 million as
a 25%-shareholder in Nelson-based
domestic carrier Origin Pacific which
folded last year.

He said the reasons for Origin Pacif-
ic’s failure included poor decisionmaking
and an inability to handle competition
- “but I was not a director,” he said.

“I have realised that it is better to be a
supplier and commission agent — [ would
never invest in an airline again.”
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